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The Hay-Morrison House was built in 1824, Of Federal architecture,
the original brick house consisted of two rooms, iéf four years,
John I, Morrison taught & grammar school ‘in this buzldlng

Becoming too small for a school, the house was converted into a
dwelling. About 1843 a breezeway (or open porch), summer kitchen,
‘and smoke house were added to the rear of the original structure,
Still later the breezeway was enclosed and the smoke house was
removed. About 1910 a porch was added to the south side of the orig-
inal building, but was removed in 1970.

Despite these changes the brick rpoms_andﬂoriginal structufe remain.
Although nearly & century and a half old, the basic structure thereof
is in generally good condition.

The Hay-Morriscn House is the property of the Washington County
Historical Society. Immediately adjacent to this house is a new
museum and library building, also constructed and owned by the
Washington County Historical Society. This building (three stories,

I

40%90 feet) was made of used brick and is also of Federal architecture.
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John I. Morrison (1806-1882) who used the Hay-Morrison House for his
grammar school in its earliest years, remained identified with Salem until
his death. For a number of years he taught in and was principal of the Wash-—
ington County Seminary after which he taught for many years in the Salem
academy. Students came to Salem from all sections of Indiana and neighboring
states to study under Morrison. Numerous of them entered colleges, some of
them became college professors, one became a college president and an early
superintendent of public instruction for the State of Indiana.

Morrison's interests and contributions were varied. A member of the con-
vention which drafted Indiana's constitution of 1851, he was chairman of its
committee on education in which capacity he staunchly and effectively suppori-
ed efforts on behalf of both common schools and Indians University. Morrison
later served three terms on the Indiana University Board of Trustees, Long
interested in the education of women, Morrison's daughter, Sarah, became
the first woman to enroll at Indiana University as a regular college student,
and later became its first woman graduate.

John Hay (1838—19051‘was_ppyn in the Hay-Morrison House., He lived here
until his family moved to Illinois in the 1840's. Hay studied at Brown
'ﬁﬁf§ersity, from which he received the A.M., degree. During the Civil War he
served as a secretary to President Lincoln., In collaboration with J. . =
_TEBiay he later coliected and edited the papers of President Lincoln in ten
clumes known as Abraham Lincoln: A History (New York, 1890), For a time Hay
l1so served as an editor for the New York Tribune.

After the Civil War, Hay served his country in diplomatic assignments at
ienna, Madrid, and Paris, He served briefly as ambassador to England before
erving both Presidents McKinley and Roosevelt as Secretary of State. Common-
¥y ranked among the six most effective secretaries of state, he exercised a
ecisive role in obtaining exclusive American rights for the building of the
Panama Canal without loss of friendly understanding with England, then the
eading world power. He likewise eXercised the major role in establishing
he Open Door Policy which did so much to halt the division of China into
pheres of influence under Furopean powers and preserved much Chinese control
ver Chinese affairs,

The Hay-Morrison House has a Federal Architectural design, prevalent in i
his community in an early day and was built from bricks produced in a local
rickyard. Its simple lines created a style that was to remain as a design
f small school buildings for many years in the area,
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